H. READ, D. H. LAWRENCE, T.  S.  ELIOT   139

since <c love turns to hate " ; he learned from Hulme
that " words lie." Yet he yearned for an absolute
which he thought unattainable, in love, poetry,
religion. The Analysis of Love, Retreat, and The
Lament of Saint Denis show that he set out to
adapt the Imagist technique for philosophical
poetry.

The Analysis of Lorn is the analysis of the mind's
isolation, He would have

The beauty settled in my mind
A lamp in a busy street,

but communication is impossible, for imagination
lags behind emotion, and poetry cannot keep up
with the " mind's eye/' His search is always for
mental poise; intelligence, not instinct, is his
guide. Lust is

a finite thing

Deftly to be seized by the passionless mind ;

he regrets the moments when his loved one's mind
is *c lapsed in her sex ** ; she can never plumb the
depths of his mind, nor trace ** The hidden source
of the mind's emotion/' For he is conscious of
the essential solitude of finite beings. In all human
actions " a great Prince in prison lies/* And
so he snatches at any " passionless mood ** in
which the turmoil of ** human littleness" is
absorbed.

He found support in a tenuous apprehension
of cosmic unity. He was a mystic without faith*
The Being in which he strove to lose Mmsdf was